
Nestlé response to allegations regarding lobbying of the European Coffee 

Federation on the EUDR – 14 March 2025 

As the European Coffee Federation has outlined in its direct response, it has always been committed 

to the successful implementation of the EU Deforestation Regulation (EUDR) and has dedicated 

significant resources to minimize and mitigate the risk of deforestation in the coffee supply chain. It 

has never attempted to undermine the EUDR. Concerns regarding the implementation timeline of 

the EUDR were related to the absence of practical tools and guidelines needed to comply with the 

Regulation, which subsequently had an impact on the ability of all relevant actors to prepare for its 

implementation. It was not linked to the industry's willingness to comply. 

As Nestlé, we strongly support the objective of the European Commission to protect the world’s 

forests and restore forests in a sustainable way. We have consistently advocated for a mix of 

complementary measures at EU level to address global deforestation in partnership with third 

countries. Our work to achieve deforestation-free key supply chains started over a decade ago. As of 

the end of 2024, 93.5% of the total volume of our key ingredients – cocoa, coffee, meat, palm oil, pulp 

and paper, soy and sugar – are assessed as deforestation-free. Our progress has been recognized by the 

2024 Forest 500 report in which Nestlé came out as the top FMCG company.  

Thanks to our longstanding work in avoiding deforestation, we remain confident in our ability to 

comply with the EUDR. Since its entry into force, we have made significant investments to close any 

identified gaps together with our supply chain partners and we continue to work intensely in this 

area.  

We have never called for any delay of the EUDR and have always opposed any calls to re-open the 

substance of the EUDR for new negotiations. Nestlé remains supportive of the objectives of the 

EUDR and its successful implementation. We will continue to contribute to discussions on the EUDR 

implementation to support the achievement of this objective.  

For additional reference on our views and commitment to a successful implementation of the 

provisions of the EUDR, please find below several public statements clarifying that we have never 

asked for a delay or weakening of the EUDR: 

• Reuters article on letter from Cocoa Coalition to Commission President Ursula von der Leyen 

(July 2024)  

• LinkedIn Post from Bart Vandewaetere, Vice-President ESG Engagement Nestlé Europe “EU 

Deforestation Regulation: a delay without urgent clarifications won’t help!” (September 2024)  

• Statement of NGOs and companies opposing calls to reopen the substance of the EUDR, and 

urging immediate release of guidance documents and FAQ (October 2024) 

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.reuters.com%2Fsustainability%2Fland-use-biodiversity%2Fnestle-mars-wrigley-ferrero-back-eu-deforestation-law-document-shows-2024-07-24%2F&data=05%7C02%7CManuel.Schuh%40be.nestle.com%7Ce4315de773554c1c4eb208dd6244ba88%7C12a3af23a7694654847f958f3d479f4a%7C0%7C0%7C638774769524422885%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=tWcNaAf%2FZsAnq9N%2FyeMpvBiRrB8JI0I7u%2Fl97MNIKQY%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.linkedin.com%2Fposts%2Fbartvandewaetere_eu-deforestation-regulation-a-delay-without-activity-7241710249697554433-5XEq%3Futm_source%3Dshare%26utm_medium%3Dmember_desktop%26rcm%3DACoAABomYU8Bn7XIscc_X5fJ-8clJmB3neKiuW4&data=05%7C02%7CManuel.Schuh%40be.nestle.com%7Ce4315de773554c1c4eb208dd6244ba88%7C12a3af23a7694654847f958f3d479f4a%7C0%7C0%7C638774769524443465%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=QGTIvvWHMbyaoLTKP1OOFf0GzFSoC%2FfjMTYElXUSnas%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fvoicenetwork.cc%2F2024%2F10%2Fcompanies-and-csos-oppose-any-calls-to-reopen-the-eudr%2F&data=05%7C02%7CManuel.Schuh%40be.nestle.com%7Ce4315de773554c1c4eb208dd6244ba88%7C12a3af23a7694654847f958f3d479f4a%7C0%7C0%7C638774769524454669%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=0%2BSpGfl%2BxcrXZPOdeN9JCQbTrhS8g9RNQBRLsD2aRP0%3D&reserved=0


• Cocoa Coalition Statement, opposing reopening EUDR (October 2024)  

• Financial Times article with quote from Bart Vandewaetere, Vice-President ESG Engagement 

Nestlé Europe (November 2024) 

• Wall Street Journal article with quote from Bart Vandewaetere, Vice-President ESG 

Engagement Nestlé Europe (November 2024)  

• LinkedIn post from Bart Vandewaetere, Vice-President ESG Engagement Nestlé Europe “EU 

Deforestation Regulation: Adopt the 12-month delay without reopening the law!” (November 

2024)  

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fvoicenetwork.cc%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2024%2F10%2FCocoa-Coalition-EUDR-161024.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CManuel.Schuh%40be.nestle.com%7Ce4315de773554c1c4eb208dd6244ba88%7C12a3af23a7694654847f958f3d479f4a%7C0%7C0%7C638774769524464792%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=bXj4mlWjj9h9%2FwdL7fway7ztUu10yZWirQ1L7RPM5vs%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ft.com%2Fcontent%2F289a2265-3e82-4a97-ada2-ffe185cd865c&data=05%7C02%7CManuel.Schuh%40be.nestle.com%7Ce4315de773554c1c4eb208dd6244ba88%7C12a3af23a7694654847f958f3d479f4a%7C0%7C0%7C638774769524475063%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=nzrOYzO6NgM8Ca%2B%2FFrJsH8YDqOxrKUDjTl4ssSSv574%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.wsj.com%2Farticles%2Fproposed-eu-deforestation-law-delay-brings-uncertainty-to-commodities-players-3eac3982&data=05%7C02%7CManuel.Schuh%40be.nestle.com%7Ce4315de773554c1c4eb208dd6244ba88%7C12a3af23a7694654847f958f3d479f4a%7C0%7C0%7C638774769524485984%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=IHISXSRgjK2zxVRpmoV7vCD%2BgWI2njav55oC%2B15%2Bx9g%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.linkedin.com%2Fposts%2Fbartvandewaetere_wearenestlaez-deforestation-eudr-activity-7262389070918467584-gtWn%3Futm_source%3Dshare%26utm_medium%3Dmember_desktop%26rcm%3DACoAABomYU8Bn7XIscc_X5fJ-8clJmB3neKiuW4&data=05%7C02%7CManuel.Schuh%40be.nestle.com%7Ce4315de773554c1c4eb208dd6244ba88%7C12a3af23a7694654847f958f3d479f4a%7C0%7C0%7C638774769524495821%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=rmhW18T%2BmlzXGMHMJNHOLoG60wW%2FVXlwpvHsA7L54EM%3D&reserved=0

